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How to Obtain Compensation 
Even If  the Person Who Hurt 
You Has No Money [4 Strategies]
By John L. “Lin” McCraw III, P.C.

Whether you suffered severe injuries in an 
animal attack or have broken your collarbone 
in auto accident, your expenses are probably 
snowballing quickly. Given the high cost of  
doctor visits, medication and lost wages, you 
may be struggling to get ahead or even to keep 
your head above water. 

If  someone else caused your accident or injuries, 
you can potentially recover damages from that 
person (or their insurance company). But what 
happens if  the person responsible claims to 
have no income, no assets and no insurance 
coverage?

If  you find yourself  trying to collect from a 
defendant who says they can’t pay what they 
owe, here are four options.

1. Tap into your own insurance coverage.                                                        
In some cases, you may be able to recover 
funds from your own insurance company if  the 
defendant in your case isn’t insured and/or can’t 
pay the full amount of  damages. For example, 
if  you were in a car accident and your insurance 
policy includes uninsured/underinsured 
motorist coverage, you might be able to file a 
claim with your own insurer and collect some 
of  the money you need to cover the unpaid 
expenses. Keep in mind that the insurance 
company may want to review evidence 
associated with the case, including your medical 
records, before making a settlement offer.

2. Look for other policies.
If  the defendant is insured, but his or her 
insurance policy won’t cover the full amount  
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 “Decisions can be like 
accidents, sudden and full 

of  consequences.”
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owed, look for other policies that may cover 
the incident. For example, if  the defendant has 
umbrella insurance, you may be able to collect 
additional funds under this policy. Umbrella 
insurance kicks in after the defendant’s other 
policies have reached their limits.

3. Find other defendants.
Depending on the specifics of  your accident, 
more than one person or organization may 
be at fault for your injuries. If  one of  these 
defendants isn’t able to produce the full 
amount of  damages owed to you, you can 
collect the rest from the other defendants. For 
example, if  you fell down a faulty escalator in 
a department store, both the department store 
and the manufacturer of  the escalator could 
potentially be responsible for the incident. 
The department store could be liable for not 
maintaining the escalator like it should have, and 
the manufacturer could be liable for producing 
a faulty product. Alternatively, let’s say a careless 
uninsured trucker hit you. He may have been 
working for a delivery company at the time; 
thus, you might be able to build a case that the 
delivery company (or its insurer) should pay for 
your damages.

4. Unearth hidden funds.
Some defendants may tell you that they cannot 
pay what they owe in hopes that you will give up 
and go away. However, with some searching, you 

may be able to find evidence that the defendant 
is hiding money or assets that could be used to 
satisfy the obligation. For example, you may find 
that the defendant transferred ownership of  
certain valuable assets to someone else after the 
accident occurred. Likewise, some defendants 
may simply lie about their income or pretend 
not to be the legal owner of  their property to 
convince you (or the court) that they cannot 
pay. If  you can present enough evidence, the 
court may place a lien against the defendant’s 
property, order wage garnishments or take other 
actions designed to make the defendant cover 
your expenses.

Sadly, as unfair as it may be, some defendants 
just have no way to pay. In cases where a 
defendant is an uninsured person with few 
assets and no reliable source of  income, 
litigation may be a waste of  time and money 
for you and everyone else involved. Thus, you 
shouldn’t begin a lawsuit against a defendant 
unless you have reason to believe that the 
defendant (or the insurance company) can pay 
if  you win.

If  you’ve been injured by someone who claims 
to be unable to pay you, and you aren’t sure 
what you should do, call the McCraw Law 
Group today at 972-854-7900 to schedule a free 
consultation with us.
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Your 7th Amendment 
right to trial by jury is 
the right that protects 

all of  your other rights.  
Members of  the firm 
stand resolute in the 

protection of  the right to 
a trial by jury.


