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6 Tips for Documenting an  
Accident
By John L. “Lin” McCraw III, P.C.

Immediately following an injury accident, 
especially a serious one involving major damage 
or trauma, your head will spin. Few experiences 
can prepare you for the shock and sense of  
being overwhelmed. It’s normal to feel so caught 
up in the emotional and physical reality of  the 
crash that logical thinking goes out the window. 
However, to protect yourself  and your ability 
to obtain fair compensation, you must gather as 
much information as possible and preserve it. 
The next time you’re in an accident, use these 
six tips to document what happened and secure 
key evidence. 

1. If  there are serious injuries, get a copy of  
the police report. 

If  you or anyone else involved in an accident 
shows signs of  a serious injury – such as a 
concussion, broken bones or bleeding – ask the 

responding officers to include this information 
on their report. 

According to the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, more than 2.3 million 
people were injured in car accidents during 
2014. The National Floor Safety Institute, 
meanwhile, reports that another 8 million 
people went to the emergency room for injuries 
related to falls. Both types of  injuries are 
often costly for victims, who may need to file 
insurance claims or lawsuits to recover their 
expenses. 

2. Take pictures of  the scene. 

Using a smartphone or digital camera, take 
photos of  the accident site, each of  the 
involved vehicles (for car accidents), any injuries 
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 “We are made wise not by the 
recollection of  our past, but 
by the responsibility for our 

future.”
~George Bernard Shaw

G



that occurred, and anything else that may be 
relevant. For instance, if  you slipped on a grease 
puddle in the grocery store, take a picture of  
the puddle. If  a traffic light is burnt out at the 
intersection where your crash took place, take 
a picture of  that. If  you don’t have a camera 
available, or if  you are not physically able to take 
pictures on your own, ask another person for 
help. If  the photographer isn’t a friend or family 
member, exchange contact information. Before 
you leave the scene of  the accident, arrange for 
the individual to send you copies of  the pictures. 

3. Get names and contact information for 
each witness. 

Police responding to an accident will often 
collect information from witnesses. However, 
to ensure that no witness falls through the 
cracks, make your own list of  names and 
contact information for future reference. When 
speaking with each witness, be sure to ask for 
his or her full name, phone number, mailing 
address and email address. 

According to the Stanford Journal of  Legal 
Studies, eyewitness testimony makes a powerful 
impression in court. However, experts at 
Stanford say that eyewitness testimony is subject 
to change over time, especially when an incident 
is discussed with third parties. Follow up to 
make sure witnesses give statements as soon as 
possible following an accident. 

4. Preserve any important evidence. 

Before leaving the scene, scout the area for 
potentially useful evidence. For example, if  
your clothing is torn or bloodied, place it into 
a protective bag or container, and keep it in a 
safe place. If  you were injured in a car accident, 
don’t repair or junk your vehicle until you have 
made a thorough inventory and taken plenty of  
close-up photographs of  the damage. 

5. Ask others to pitch in. 

In some cases, physical evidence at the scene of  
an accident may belong to someone else. For 
example, if  you were in a car crash, and your 
passenger’s clothing and personal property were 
damaged, ask the person to hold onto the items 
until any related claims or lawsuits have been 
settled. 

6. Contact a qualified personal injury 
attorney as soon as possible. 

An experienced personal injury trial lawyer can 
help you evaluate your potential case, hold those 
at fault accountable for your harms and losses 
and give you back some peace of  mind.

For legal help related to a personal injury or 
accident, call The McCraw Law Group at 
972-854-7900 to schedule a free consultation.
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Your 7th Amendment 
right to trial by jury is 
the right that protects 

all of  your other rights.  
Members of  the firm 
stand resolute in the 

protection of  the right to 
a trial by jury.


