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Blast From the Past
By John L. “Lin” McCraw III, P.C.

Recently I was thumbing through some old 
documents at my parent’s house. My father 
shared with me an old, tattered legal sized 
sheet of  paper with plain typed text, without 
pictures, graphs, footnotes or embedded web 
sites. It was the newsletter of  the late U.S. 
Senator Lloyd Benson, reminding Texans to 
vote in the 1988 election. 

With the 2016 election just weeks away, I 
thought that the power of  Senator Benson’s 
words deserved another read. I hope you 
enjoy it, study the issues that are important 
to you, then exercise your right to vote. Here 
is the newsletter in its’ entirety. The emphasis 
added is entirely my own.

“This election year, you may find yourself  
asking: is it really worth the effort to cast 
my vote? Can my one vote actually make a 
difference?

In a word, yes. One vote can make all the 
difference in the world. History is filled with 
examples of  that happening.

But for one vote on September 28, 1774, we 
might still be British subjects.

The First Continental Congress was meeting 
in Philadelphia that day. The topic of  the 
debate was the Galloway Plan, which would 
have changed the American colonies into a 
British dominion, ruled by a parliament and a 
British governor. But Patrick Henry made an 
impassioned speech, arguing against the plan. 

The delegates defeated the Galloway Plan. By 
one vote.

In 1649, King Charles I of  England lost his 
head. By one vote.

Elizabeth II is queen of  England today 
because, some 250 years ago, the British 

continued

October, 2016

John L. “Lin” 
McCraw III, P.C.
1504 First Ave.

McKinney TX 75069 

Phone: 972-854-7900
Fax: 972-548-0454

info@mccrawlawgroup.com
www.mccrawlawgroup.com

“Nobody will ever deprive the 
American people of  the right to 
vote except the American people 
themselves and the only way they 

could do this is by not voting.

~ Franlin D. Roosevelt
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House of  Commons voted in favor of  the 
House of  Hanover. The vote was 96 to 95.

When the U.S. Senate agreed to annex Texas 
in 1845, one vote made the difference.

In 1868, the U.S. Senate twice failed – by a 
single vote – to convict President Andrew 
Johnson in his impeachment trial.

When John F. Kennedy was elected president, 
he won by less than one vote per precinct 
across the nation. One half  of  1% of  the 
votes cast in Illinois and New Jersey swung 
43 electoral votes to Kennedy. Had a tiny 
percentage of  votes been reversed in those 
two states, the election would have been 
thrown to the House of  Representatives for a 
decision.

The House did decide the election in 1824, 
when John Quincy Adams gained the 
presidency by one vote.

And in 1877, Rutherford B. Hayes was elected 
president over Samuel J. Tilden when a special 
Electoral College voted 8 to 7 in Hayes’ favor.

But national elections and major legislative 
decisions aren’t the only ones that can be 
decided by a vote. Your vote can be just as 
critical in local and state elections.

In 1963, for instance, a candidate for 
city council in a Cincinnati suburb was 
hospitalized for an emergency appendectomy 

before he could get to the polls. The 
candidate lost by a vote.

As a member of  Congress from California 
was seeking his party’s nomination, according 
to an often repeated story, he and his 
opponent each received 10,429 votes. State 
law required that they draw lots. 

The congressman lost. One reason, the story 
goes, was that his secretary was so busy 
working at campaign headquarters that she 
never made it to the polls on election day.

Make it a point to find the time to get out and 
vote this election day.”

I for one enjoyed re-reading Senator Benson’s 
newsletter and it reminded me of  other 
instances where a paltry number of  votes 
have made a significant difference in our state 
and nation. As recently as 2002, the Texas 
House was divided 76-74 in favor of  the 
Republicans. It happens to turn out that one 
district in our own state was the difference, by 
less than 20 votes, to the election of  the first 
Republican Speaker of  the House in over 100 
years. 

The point is the same. Your vote can make an 
enormous difference to our shared destiny. 
Texas is known nationally as a non-voting 
state due to our poor participation rate as a 
percentage of  the voting eligible population. 
You can change that by your actions. 
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Your 7th Amendment 
right to trial by jury is 
the right that protects 

all of  your other rights.  
Members of  the firm 
stand resolute in the 

protection of  the right to 
a trial by jury.
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I want to take this opportunity to give a ‘shout out’ to some of  our loyal clients, 
referring lawyers and friends. Because of  your positive reviews on Google and 
referrals of  our firm to your friends, family and clients; we can continue to grow 
and help people in need of  our services. Your trust in the McCraw Law Group 
means the world to me and my staff. We will continue to work hard and insure 
that your trust in the McCraw Law Group is not misplaced. Thank you again.


