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Texas Less Safe Than Half  of  All States: 3 
Takeaways for You and Your Family 
By John L. “Lin” McCraw III, P.C.

According to the Occupational Safety & Health 
Administration (OSHA), better safety practices 
could save up to 146,000 lives and prevent 
40.6 million serious injuries every year in the 
United States. They could also help companies, 
hospitals, and individuals save an astonishing 
$850 billion in costs related to preventable death 
and injury.

Unfortunately for Texans, our state lags behind 
others in adopting important regulations that 
protect citizens at home, on the road, and at 
work. In fact, a recent report by the National 
Safety Council (NSC) puts Texas in the bottom 
half  of  all U.S. states for safety.

Currently, Texas has adopted just 48% of  the 
NSC’s recommended regulations for workplace 
safety, road safety, and home and community 
safety. These regulations, which include safety 
licensing, legislation, and state programs, take a 
proactive stand against preventable injury and 
death.

Texas received a disappointing “D” in overall 
safety and a brutal “F” in workplace safety. The 
NSC had particularly harsh words for the state’s 
workers’ compensation, worker health, and well-
being policies—calling them “off  track.” The 
report also critiqued the state’s preparedness for 
and enforcement of  workplace safety policies.

28 States Have Safer Roads Than Texas

 Every year, Texans report over half  a million 
car accidents to the authorities. These cause 
3,500 preventable fatalities, including nearly 500 
motorcyclist deaths, every year. In Texas, the 
number of  fatalities per miles traversed exceeds 
the national average by about 12%.

Texas ranks 29th in the country in road safety. 
According to the NSC, the state doesn’t take 
adequate measures to protect child passengers, 
teen drivers, motorcyclists, and bikers from 
accidents. Policies that target speeding and 
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“I always check my harness 
before I do a stunt; I test-

drive the cars I have to race 
or explode; I’m present at all 
pyrotechnical rehearsals; and I 
walk through everything step-
by-step. No man should put 

their life in someone else’s hands 
unless they have covered their 
own safety from all angles” 

~ Akshay Kumar
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distracted driving could help combat the state’s 
high traffic fatality rate.

Texas Ranks 15th in the Nation for Home 
and Community Safety 

More than half  of  all serious, preventable 
accidents–including slips, falls, and collisions–
occur in the home. On this front, the Lone 
Star state holds its own. Not that our record is 
perfect, of  course. In 2015, approximately 5,000 
people died in Texas in preventable accidents 
at home due to home fires, drug overdose and 
other causes.

Texas uses multiple tools to keep citizens 
safe. These include:

• Residential and community regulations 
for houses, apartment complexes, and public 
spaces to prevent injuries and save lives.

• State policies designed to deter accidents like 
elder falls and youth sport concussions.

• Programs run by organizations like Injury 
Prevention Center of  Greater Dallas and 
Dallas Fire Safety, such as an initiative 
that installed over 34,000 smoke alarms in 
vulnerable neighborhoods, reducing fire 
deaths and injuries by 74% over a 10-year 
period.

Insights about How to Protect Yourself  and 
Your Family

Try as we may, we cannot eliminate all risks 
in life. As the proverb goes, “Man must exist 
in a state of  balance between risk and safety. 
Pure risk leads to self-destruction. Pure safety 

leads to stagnation. In between lies survival and 
progress.” 

However, understanding genuine risks and 
taking appropriate precautionary action can be 
powerful. Here are some resources:

1. What are the differences between actual 
risks and perceived risks? Respected 
psychologist, Daniel Gilbert, explains in this 
thought provoking Los Angeles Times article. 
One memorable quote from it: “we worry 
more about anthrax (with an annual death 
toll of  roughly zero) than influenza (with 
an annual death toll of  a quarter-million to 
a half-million people). Influenza is a natural 
accident, anthrax is an intentional action, and 
the smallest action captures our attention in a 
way that the largest accident doesn’t.”

2. 4 ways to mitigate risks in your life. 
This compelling post from Lifehack offers 
relatively boilerplate ideas (which you’ve 
probably heard before in some form), but it’s 
a refreshing and thorough reminder.

3. These 10 safety tips from Forbes are not 
common sense, nor are they commonly 
practiced. They’re worth studying.

Despite your best efforts at staying safe and 
healthy, there’s only so much you can control. If  
someone else’s carelessness, negligence or other 
wrongdoing caused a serious injury, you may 
be entitled to substantial damages. The team at 
the McCraw Law Group can help. Please call 
our office at 972-854-7900 for insight into your 
situation.
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Your 7th Amendment 
right to trial by jury is 
the right that protects 

all of  your other rights.  
Members of  the firm 
stand resolute in the 

protection of  the right to 
a trial by jury.

It is August, the Texas heat is melting everything 
that is not spontaneously combusting. We at 
the McCraw Law Group hope that you find our 
newsletter helpful in keeping your family safe—
at the beach, in your home, on our roads and 
(very soon) back at school. August is always a 
time of looking forward for me as we countdown 
the doldrums that 100 plus degrees and high 
humidity brings. Ready to meet the kid’s new 

teachers, ready for a real schedule for the kids, 
ready for football and fall sports, ready for the 
cool weather to enjoy the outdoors. We have had 
a blessed year to date and are very thankful for 
the trust that you have put in our firm to help your 
family when misfortune does strike. Thank you 
for trusting us, for working with us and for sharing 
your recommendations of our firm with your 
friends and family. We will not let you down.


