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G 
“Blessed is the season which 

engages the whole world in a 

conspiracy of love.” 

~ Hamilton Wright Mabie 

For most people, the holidays mean festive 
lights, good food and spending time with family 
and friends. Unfortunately, for an unlucky few, 
the season ends in disaster. Per the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), an 
astonishing 30 percent of home fires and 38  
percent of fire-related deaths occur during 
the holiday months. Burn centers also see a 
dramatic spike in patients, and the number of 
house fires skyrockets. The American Red Cross 
calls holiday fire risk America’s biggest disaster  
threat. 

 

What’s behind this epidemic? How can you 
protect yourself and loved ones? 

 

Unpacking the reasons isn’t simple. Many things 
can contribute to fire danger—for instance,  
drug and alcohol use increases over the holidays; 
and people are more likely to use stoves and 
heaters in cold weather. However, investigators 
believe that unattended holiday decorations (e.g. 
candles, Christmas trees, etc.) may be primarily 
to blame. For a vivid demonstration of why, 
watch the NPFA’s video of this Christmas tree 
conflagration. 

Tree Fire Dangers—Quantified 
 

The NFPA’s Home Structure Fires Involving  
Christmas Trees report reveals the following: 

 

• Christmas tree fires cause twice as many 
injuries and five times as many fatalities as other 
winter fires. 

 

• Thirty-eight percent of tree fires start in a 
main family living area. 

 

• Lighting equipment is responsible for 35 
percent of tree fires. 

 

• One out of every 34 tree fires causes a fatality. 
 

Fires Caused by Decorations and Wrapping 
Paper 

 

Between 2009 and 2013, an estimated 860 
homes burned because of holiday decorations, 
causing 41 injuries and $13.4 million in property 
damage. Some fires start because gift recipients 
discard crumpled wrapping paper and empty 
boxes near lit candles and fireplaces. A pile of 
paper can become a blaze in seconds. Avoid 
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burns by immediately placing wrapping paper in 
a safe place. (See this link from the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission for more insights 
along these lines.) 

 

Holiday Kitchen Fires 
 

Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas 
day witness more cooking fires than any other 
days of the year. Between 2010 and 2014, fire   
departments across the United States reported 
166,100 home fires that started in the kitchen. 
These led to 480 fatalities and 5,540 serious 
burn injuries and destroyed an estimated $1.1 
billion in property: 

 

• Two out of three cooking fires start when 
food or other materials catch on fire. 

 

• When clothing catches on fire, one in five 
burn victims will die. 

 

• Most kitchen fires start on the stovetop or 
range. 

 

FEMA investigated kitchen fires to discover 
why they occur so frequently over the holidays. 
During seasonal celebrations, people are more 
likely to cook elaborate meals—where more 
things can go wrong in the kitchen. People also 
cook in different ways than normal; extra family 
members around cause novel distractions; and 
people are more likely to cook on unfamiliar 
equipment. Brush up on kitchen fire safety by 
checking out this article from the Red Cross. 

Heating Equipment Fires 
 

Heating equipment causes the second greatest  
amount of property damage and fire-related 
fatalities, after Christmas tree fires. Before you 
light the fireplace and add space heaters to spare 
rooms, keep incendiary items away from the   
heating source. 

 

How to Avoid Burns—Battle-Tested 
Strategies 

 

Don’t become a statistic. Protect yourself and 
loved ones: 

 

• Identify heat sources like fireplaces, space 
heaters and candles, and then make sure no 
items are within three feet of them. 

 

• Be mindful of tree risks. If you set up a real 
tree, choose one that has been freshly cut and 
has healthy green leaves. Keep it hydrated. If 
you buy an artificial tree, choose one that is 
flame retardant. 

 

• Examne your holiday lighting, and throw away 
anything with a frayed or worn cord. 

 

• Check the batteries in your smoke alarm,  
and make sure you have enough units for your 
home’s square footage. 

 

Please stay safe, and enjoy the warmth of the 
season figuratively. If you experience injury or 
property damage from a fire during the holidays,  
contact McCraw Law Group. Our team can help 

 

2018 
Last month, we took some time to look back at 2017 

and express our gratitude for the blessings of the 

past year. As I look at the end of the year I wanted 

to take a second, to look into the future. Every 

December we all have an opportunity that really 

highlights itself at year end. The opportunity is to 

take stock by the numbers, set goals for the next 

year, and institute plans and action steps to achieve 

those goals. Pulling the numbers together is an 

exercise that is sometimes frustrating and can be a 

downer, but it is absolutely necessary to establish 

a baseline for the coming year if you have never 

done it before. Once you have done it, it is really 

cool to see year to year where you were and where 

you are. Once you have done it, you look forward to 

seeing the numbers even when you are falling short. 

It is motivating because you can see results and 

improvements. Running your life in this way creates 

momentum that will push you forward. 

you obtain fair compensation for injuries caused 
by negligence or defective products. 

Put a plan in place to achieve those goals. Execute 

your plan. Follow up at least monthly to see how 

you are progressing. Make changes to the plan 

as needed. Now this is important—celebrate your 

victories as you go. Be thankful for the opportunities 

you have to make the changes in your life. 

Take stock of where you are in every area of 

your life. Get on the proverbial scales and get a 

true picture of everything that is important to you. 

Professionally/business related, personal, spiritual 

and physical. Set just a couple of achievable goals 

in each area that is important for you to improve. 

This month I am planning for 2018. Looking back, 

I will absolutely confess that I did not meet all of  

my goals. But, when I look back at the results from 

last year, and the year before, I can see a steady 

march forward, a steady improvement in every 

area that I chose to follow the plan outlined above, 

even when life hands me a new or challenging 

situation. I may not reach every goal I set for 2018, 

but it does not stop me from setting high goals and 

working diligently to accomplish them. Join me in 

this journey. Life sometimes hands you situations, 

like a bad injury, that may force a change in goals 

and a change in plans. When that happens, look at 

even a negative change as an opportunity. Change 

your goal or establish a new goal to reflect the new 

realities, work with all of your might to overcome the 

challenge and celebrate the victories as you go. I 

hope that each of you has a very Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year. 

Your 7th Amendment 

right to trial by jury is 

the right that protects 

all of your other rights. 

Members of the firm 

stand resolute in the 

protection of the right to 

a trial by jury. 

John L. “Lin” 
McCraw III, P.C. 
1504 First Ave. 

McKinney TX 75069 
 

Phone: 972-854-7900 
Fax: 972-332-2361 

info@mccrawlawgroup.com 
www.mccrawlawgroup.com 

mailto:info@mccrawlawgroup.com
http://www.mccrawlawgroup.com/

