
AIRBNB: PROCEED
WITH CAUTION

IVC FILTERS:
POTENTIALLY
DANGEROUS

CAN YOU BE
IN THE MOMENT?

HOW TO
GET OUT OF 
JURY DUTY?

DO THE
SUMMERTIME
SALSA

The McCraw Law Group •  McKinney,  T X •  972.854.7900 •  w w w.mccrawlawgroup.com J U LY 2018

Airbnb is All Fun and Games
Till Somebody Gets Hurt   
Summer is officially upon us. Time for 
backyard barbecues, pool parties and 
vacations. And with the advent of Airbnb, 
where private homeowners rent rooms to 
visitors, it’s easy than ever to find accom-
modations in every corner of the globe, 
from big cities to beaches and ’burbs. In 
fact, Airbnb has more listings around the 
globe than the top five hotel chains com-
bined—with millions of people booking 
every night. Given that, you might be 
considering if you, too, should use Airbnb, 
either as a guest or host. Before you sign 
up, though, let’s discuss a couple issues.
Part of the service’s popularity is that 

staying at an Airbnb isn’t like staying in 
a hotel. There’s no formal staff running 
around, no corporate-feeling desks or 800 
numbers. Each accommodation is unique. 
It feels like a personal exchange with the 
home or apartment owner. 
But that appeal can be a problem when it 
comes to accidents. Airbnb hosts don’t 
get regular inspections like hotels do. Un-
like at hotels, as a guest you can’t just call 
the front desk if you slip in the shower. 
There aren’t dozens of others nearby if a 
painting crashes down on a guest. Part of
the appeal of Airbnb is part of the danger: 
You’re on your own. 

See AIRBNB _ next page
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“How Do I Get Out Of Jury Duty?”  
I can usually predict the question. It does 
not matter if I am joining a group on the 
golf course, meeting someone new, or just 
having a casual conversation with old friends.
If the subject of my profession comes up, 
nine times out of ten I get THE question…
“How do I get out of jury duty?” 
Before I continue, let me just say I do 
not get it. I believe that serving on a jury 
would be one of the more interesting, 
rewarding, and unique experiences. I know 
I am not alone in this feeling.

“I have been trying to get on a jury since I 
was 18 years old. To get go sit in an air- 
conditioned room, downtown, judging people, 
while my lunch is paid for…that is the life.” 
– Stanley Hudson, The Office

There are limited ways that we, as Amer-
ican Citizens, can directly participate in 
self-government. Jury service is one of the 
few ways that we are able to not only view, 
but actually take part in our government.

The only requirements to sitting on a jury 
are as follows:  (1) you must be at least 18 
years of age; (2) a citizen of the United 
States; (3) a resident of the county in which 
you are to serve as a juror; (4) you must 
be able to communicate in English. If you 
have ever been convicted of a felony, you 
must have had your civil rights restored. 
That’s all! Those are the only requirements. 
If you meet those parameters, then you are 
fully qualified to sit on a jury. Since these 
qualifications are so broad, our potential 

Take Some 
Time To Be In 
The Moment  
For too many of us, we fail to live in the 
moment deluding ourselves into believing 
that we will start living when we reach some 
goal, finish some project or otherwise 
become worthy of enjoying our lives.  Well, 
it is now June of 2018.  Kids are now out 
of school.  Many of us around my age are 
seeing our children graduate from college or 
high school.  Some are seeing their kids or 
grandkids getting a summer break.  June is 
always a time of transition from the past to 
the now.  Take some time and start to live 
in the moment.  Your child may want you to 
go play a game with them, to go fishing, to 
jump in the pool with them—go for it and go 
for it with all you are.  Turn off the email and 
silence the phone.  Your life will become richer 
when you stop being busy and start being in 
the moment with those you care about.  

As a trial lawyer it can be really hard to do all 
the “has” to be done.  All of the paperwork 
and busy activities can get in the way of 
being the caring person I want to be in the 
lives of my clients.  One of the things I really
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AIRBNB _ cont.

What happens if you trip over a rug and 
break a bone while staying at an Airbnb? 
What happens if a guest starts a fire in the 
kitchen? Who’s responsible? 
It’s worth noting that Airbnb’s coverage
policies are always evolving, often re-
sponding to local demands for better 
insurance. Currently, Airbnb offers two 
insurance programs to cover hosts. 

Insurance 1: Host Guarantee
Airbnb’s Host Guarantee program primarily 
covers property damages of up to $1M. 
But beware. 
Airbnb’s Host Guarantee is designed to 
“protect hosts in rare instance of property 
damage…by a guest staying in the space.” 
This is not insurance to protect an owner 
from liability due to a guest’s injury. 
Just as hotels are liable for injuries sustained 
by their guests—and homeowners are 
on the hook for friends injured in their 
homes—liability falls into the lap of hosts. 
Generally, when Airbnb guests are physi-
cally injured, the property owner is liable.
That means that your homeowner’s or 
renter’s insurance would have to step in 
and provide coverage if someone is injured 
while staying in your property. 
Unfortunately, most homeowner’s policies
may not cover Airbnb guest injuries because 
the home is technically being used as a 
commercial property. 

Insurance 2: Host Protection Insurance
To address those limitations, Airbnb 
launched Host Protection Insurance.
This acts as the property owner’s primary 
insurance. However, it has its limits and 
isn’t available everywhere. 
Host Protection Insurance protects against 
liability claims up to $1 million (USD) that 
occur in or on an Airbnb property during a 

stay. This program is available on a limited 
basis in Europe, New Zealand, Singapore 
and several other countries.
On the other hand, if you are an Airbnb 
guest, be aware that host liability isn’t a 
guarantee that all your medical bills will 
be covered. Several high profile cases in 
the US highlighted the limits to the 
company’s liability. 

The Wider Safety Net
Airbnb has also responded to the scrutiny 
of their policies with a variety of offerings 
to help address the issue altogether. They 
actively promote safety measures in all 
properties with workshops on “host safety 
steps.”  And in February 2018, Airbnb 
announced a new service, Airbnb Plus, 
that verifies the quality of its properties 
through regular screening. Inspectors 
aren’t there for safety screenings per se, 
but they could certainly spot broken tiles 
and loose handrails. This new program is 
currently only open to 2,000 homes in 
13 cities. But as this services evolves and 
expands, it promises to (eventually) deliver 
an extra layer of protection. 

The Bottom Line: It’s on You
A guiding principle of Airbnb is self-
service. That means if there is an issue, the 
onus is on the guests and owners to try to 
resolve the issues. Unless the situation is 
an emergency—in which case hosts and/
or guests should contact the police and 
medical/police services—hosts and guests 
are encouraged to work out an agreement, 
without Airbnb’s involvement. 
Airbnb offers a lot of freedom to travelers
and nice extra income to hosts. But it’s not 
worth the risk. If you are an Airbnb guese 
who has been injured during your stay, or 
a host at a property where an accident has 
occured, contact McCraw Law Group. 
We can help by explaining your options. 

TAKE TIME _ cont.

like about trial is that it forces me to be fully 
in the moment, moment by moment, as the 
trial progresses.  There is no time for second 
guessing, for being busy or for not being 
totally there for my client.  The connection 
found with the client or with the jury in trial 
is from being, LIVING, in the moment.  

It can be scary living in the moment.  Mistakes 
are made in the moment.  You can be opened 
up for criticism for decisions you make.  But, 
that is where life really happens.  June is a 
good time to start as it is a time of transition 
for many young people and those of us young 
at heart who are involved in their lives.  

As I close I urge you to read President 
Theodore Roosevelt’s famous speech about 
the man in the arena.  Google it.  In the 
speech the person who counts is the person 
actually in the arena, struggling, fighting to 
overcome, who knows great enthusiasms 
and who spends himself or herself in a wor-
thy cause.  In other words, the person who 
really lives rather than the timid person who 
refuses to “dare greatly” and who knows 
neither victory or defeat.  Today we have 
more distractions, more places to hide from 
life.  Be intentional.  Enjoy living this June 
and be a person who counts.

Zesty, Chilly 
& Fresh:
Watermelon
Salsa!  

Here’s a refreshing and easy to make 
summertime salsa for your tortilla or pita 
chips to dig in to!  Takes about 15-30 
minutes to whip up, makes about 3 cups.

INGREDIENTS
— 1-1/2 teaspoons lime zest  (from about 1 lime)

— 1/4 cup fresh lime juice  (from about 3 limes)

— 1 tablespoon sugar

— Freshly ground pepper

— 3 cups seeded & finely chopped
    watermelon

— 1 cucumber, peeled, seeded & minced

— 1 mango, peeled & diced

— 1 jalapeño pepper, seeded & minced

— 1 small red onion, finely chopped

— 8 fresh basil leaves, finely chopped

— 1/2 teaspoon galic salt

— Tortilla or pita chips, for serving

DIRECTIONS
Stir together the lime zest, lime juice, sugar
& 3/4 teaspoon pepper in a bowl. Add the 
watermelon, cucumber, mango, jalapeño, 
onion & basil & toss gently. Chill salsa until 
ready to serve.

Add the galic salt just before serving.
Serve with chips.

Recipe courtesy of Trisha Yearwood
From the Food Network Magazine
Photograph by Anna Williams

IVC filters are small, cage-like devices 
that are inserted into the inferior vena 
cava to capture blood clots and prevent 
them from reaching the lungs.  The 
inferior vena cava is the main vessel 
returning blood from the lower half of 
the body to the heart. IVC filters are 
frequently placed in patients at risk for 
pulmonary embolism (a blood clot in 
the lungs) when anticoagulant therapy 
cannot be used or is ineffective.

Since the introduction of IVC filter in 
2005, the FDA has received thousands 
of adverse reports involving these filters. 
Specifically, it was reported that the 
IVC filters fragment and embolize in 
the body.

If you were implanted with an IVC
filter after October 2003, and you have 
been diagnosed as having suffered a 
perforation, fracture, migration, or 
post- implant thrombosis, please call 
us because you may be entitled to 
compensation from the manufacturer 
of that IVC filter.

jurors come into the courtroom with diverse backgrounds, beliefs, 
and experiences. 
Our next question becomes how does a jury reach a decision? 
How do twelve (or six) jurors who have likely never met, come 
together and, ultimately, reach the conclusion – “what is the truth.” 
Baylor Law Professor Gerald Powell puts it best in his commence- 
ment address at Baylor University School of Law in 2001. “They 
[the jury] stand up in the jury box to take the oath, as ordinary 
people, and they sit down transformed. A collection of individuals 
from diverse backgrounds become one. A body of public servants 
that is wiser, smarter, more experienced, more observant, and 
more diligent than anyone of its individual members.” 
Juries are laden with the responsibility of finding and identifying 
the truth. It is a heavy responsibility. In their hands they have 
the power to compensate for damages, decide the custody of 
children, and determine the liberty of the accused. They are 
the gatekeepers of the community. Their decisions impact the 

standards of the community: the standards of what level of 
crime they will tolerate, the standards of community safety on 
their roads and highways, and the standards of protection their 
businesses will enjoy. These community standards are decided by 
a cast of ordinary people chosen to represent their community. 
The decisions of a jury have far reaching consequences. There 
are no “small” cases. The jury sets the standard. Each case has 
a far reaching impact beyond those sitting in the courtroom on 
the day the verdict is read. 

So when I do get THE question “How do I get out of jury duty?” 
I smile and tell them I get it. It is not always at the top of our 
“to-do list”; but if given the chance maybe it should be. It doesn’t 
take to a genius to avoid service, but in trying to avoid the dreaded 
jury duty, you may cheat yourself out of an opportunity to protect 
your family, your friends, and the community in which you live. 
And like Stanley says…the free lunch doesn’t hurt.
                                                                            ~ Charlie Ginn      

IVC Filters Causing Serious 
Damage to Heart, Lungs   

JURY DUTY _ cont.
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