
JULY 2019

Whether you’re abroad on vacation or keeping it local 
with a staycation, the month of July certainly brings 
friends and family together. As we celebrate our Nation’s 
independence and show our patriotism, let’s remember to 
bring people together and let our good vibes roll. 
Many of us will be soaking up the sun, on a boat ride, or 
setting up a campfire.  In doing so, remember to stay safe.  
As we approach the 4th of July, I want to share special 
safety tips to keep you and your family safe over the holiday 
and through the summer months.  

SAFETY TIPS
Fireworks Safety
First and foremost, check with the city or county about 
firework use and burn bans that can be in effect which 
prohibits any use of fireworks. Next, make sure that fire-
works are only used in areas that are a safe place to use 
fireworks.  Over bodies of water are generally good to 
minimize the danger of fire.  Although this year we have 
had a relatively wet June, fireworks have been known to 
cause huge brushfires and structure fires every year. Use 
fireworks only in an area in which this danger is avoided.
Do not handle and throw firecrackers and other fireworks 
that are designed for use without being physically held.  
Every year people from all walks of life sustain burns 
and disfiguring injuries from handling firecrackers, bottle 
rockets and other fireworks by hand.  Do not use fireworks 
as a weapon and only keep them pointed in a safe direc-
tion when lighting them.

Alcohol and fireworks don’t mix well.  Enough said.

Boating Safety
Many people love to use the 4th of July as a time to get 
the boat out on the lake.  There is really nothing like feeling 
the wind in your hair as you cruise across a calm lake on a  
summer day.  It’s important to prepare if you plan on boating 
over the holiday.  Before going out to the lake, check the 
boat safety systems, the plug, the lights, lights on the trailer, 
battery and floatation devices.  Make sure that every pass- 
enger has access to a floatation device before leaving the  
dock. This includes children! Be sure that every child is 
wearing a life preserver and that every person being hauled 
on a ski tube, wakeboard, or any other device is actually 
wearing a life preserver.
Drive Defensively.  Many people going out on the 4th of 
July are not really boat savvy.  Many do not know basic 
boating safety rules or etiquette.  Give other boaters plenty 
of room and keep a careful eye out for downed skiers.
Alcohol and driving a boat certainly do not mix well either.  
Make sure that the guests on your boat do not over-imbibe.  
As the Captain of the ship, their safety is in your hands.

Sun Exposure
Limit your exposure to the sun and be generous with the 
use and reuse of sunscreen with adequate SPF rating.  Bad 
sunburns can occur quite rapidly.  One bad sunburn can 
increase your chance of skin cancer later in life.  Be care-
ful.  Many folks, especially when in water or while drink-
ing get overexposure without realizing it.
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Let’s Embrace July with

FUN & SAFETY!
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Excessive Heat
The 4th of July is in the heart of the Texas summer heat.  
Heat exhaustion and heatstroke are deadly.  Hydrate well 
and keep the very young and the elderly out of the hottest 
part of the Texas summer days.  Remember also that vehi-
cles will act like an oven catching and radiating heat into 
the vehicle quickly putting young children and animals at 
severe risk.  Watch the heat and stay safe.

Driving While Intoxicated  
Many folks really like to let loose on the 4th of July.  

Because of all of the outdoor activities, there is a consid-
erable amount of beer flowing at many events.  Driving 
while intoxicated and boating while intoxicated are both 
very common on the 4th of July.  Plan ahead and do not 
allow yourself to be the instrument of someone else’s ag-
ony.  Keep an eye on others and be proactive about taking 
the keys from an intoxicated friend or giving the keys up 
if you have had one too many.  
The McCraw Law Group wishes you and your loved ones 
a very fun and safe 4th of July. Be safe out there!
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This Fourth of July, Shawn Meadows, our 
Senior Litigation Paralegal shared with us her 
favorite recipe for feeding hungry party guests. 
This simple berry crisp recipe is full of delicious 
berry flavor and topped with a crumble that is 
sure to satisfy even the pickiest of eaters. I can’t 
think of a better way to show our patriotism 
than indulging in a bit of red, white and blue 
deliciousness. 

Blueberry Crisp 
Shawn Meadows 
Frozen or fresh blueberries    
For the Topping:     
1 c. all-purpose flour     
1 c. raw rolled oats
1 c. butter or margarine, melted
1 c. brown sugar (or to taste)
Coat shallow pan or pie dish with butter or 
spray. If berries are frozen, either slightly thaw 
or place in colander and spray with cold water. 
Arrange berries in dish, sprinkle with approxi-
mately 2 T. of sugar and add topping to cover. 
Bake at 350” until berries start bubbling & crisp 
is very light golden color (approx. 30-45 mins.) 
If crisp was frozen, add small pads of butter to 
top of crisp before baking. (You can make large 
amount of the crisp topping & freeze.)

Berry Delicious!
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Community Outreach with McCraw Law Group

On June 11, 2019, the McCraw Law Group joined Direction613.org for their first 
annual Golf Tournament at Stonebridge Ranch Hills Course for a fun-filled day of 
scramble. Most of you who know me, know that I am not a golfer, but when I was 
asked to be a sponsor for their first annual “TEE UP” golf tournament, I was thrilled at 
the opportunity. I knew how important it was to not only help raise funds for their 
organization but also help in raising community aware- 
ness in support of our foster youth. I am fortunate to have 
a team that is always supportive of each other, our goals 
and passions in life. Together we were able spread the 

word and help make this event special.We had an incredible time! Thanks to  everyone 
including my team at the McCraw Law Group for helping make this “TEE UP” 
Golf Tourney an amazing success! 

“TEE UP” Golf Tournament 
at Stonebridge Ranch Hills Course

 ~ Lin McCraw

The McCraw Law Group is honored to be a sponsor for 
Direction613.org and their ‘MORE THAN BRICKS’ 
campaign efforts. Direction613.org is a faith-based orga-
nization purposed with launching transitioned foster youth 
into society as vibrant, thriving adults.This 
amazing organization provides affordable 
and stable housing for young women aging 
out of the foster care system. In addition to  
housing, they offer career preparation, life- 
skills, building and aid in establishing healthy  
relationships. The ‘MORE THAN BRICKS’ 
campaign is raising donations, materials, 
labor, and much more to fill the need and 
future for our aging out foster youth. 
I encourage you to take a few minutes of your 
day to watch my interview with Dr. Myron 
Wilson, Director for Direction613.org as he
shares his vision and plans to help teens that
have “aged-out of foster care”. 
Visit us at https://youtu.be/UPFVrX8d_JE
As many of you may know, once a foster
child turns 18 years of age, they are forced
out of the foster care system. Leaving them
with nowhere to go. Unfortunately, these 
young women often find themselves homeless and in 
serious danger. As a community, we simply cannot let this 

happen. When one door closes another door should open. 
In making this a success, we need your help! With your 
donations, we can provide a permanent foundation for 
these young women that desperately need our support. 
                           At the McCraw Law Group, we strive to 
                           build a safer community. As the CEO of 
                           the McCraw Law Group, I knew that 
                           the mission behind Direction613.org was
                           something that my team and our commu-
                           nities could stand behind and support.  
                           The need is so great and unless we step 
                           up and bridge the gap between youth and 
                             adulthood many of our youth will continue 
                           to end up on the streets and in abusive 
                           and life-threating situations.  
                           We encourage our family, friends, 
                           and neighbors near and far to visit 
                           www.Direction613.org and get involved  
                           as they have many present and anticipated 
                           opportunities to make this campaign a 
                           success for all. Join the McCraw Law 
                           Group in changing the lives of those 
                           who need it most! 

                           We’re in this Together!
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July begins the true dog days of summer in the South.  Hot humid temperature 
that can leave you covered in sweat just going from a building to your car.  
The heat presents special challenges and dangers.  First of all, nothing and I 
mean nothing needs to be left outside in a car during this time of year.  The 
elderly, children, and our animals are all at extreme risk even if the errand is a 
quick one.  A car can literally act like an oven catching and radiating the heat.  
Next, understand that the temperature can create risks on the road.  Tires and 
batteries need to be monitored a little more carefully when it is 100 degrees 
plus in the shade.  Belts and hoses always seem to blow out when the radiator 
struggles to cool the engine.  
Last of all, beware of time out in the weather itself.  Keep hydrated, wear sun 
protection and loose clothing.  Even when you are in the water the sun can burn 
you in a relatively short time.  Enjoy your summer… carefully!

The HEAT is ON! 
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