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Even more exciting than the last school bell in June is the 
first one in September, kicking off the new school year. 
Whether you’re a parent breathing a sigh of relief after 
a summer of shuttling kids around or a teacher with a 
brilliant plan or a student starting fresh, there’s something 
exhilarating about the starting bell of the school year. 
But this burst of back-to-school activity can also lead to 
mishap. In fact, some schools are even banning the prac-
tice of car drop-off citing safety concerns. 
So what can we do to make this ritual of school life safer?  

Getting to or leaving school
We’ve all been there: you’re running late and the bell’s 

about to ring. You’ve don’t drop-off a million times. You’re 
practically on auto-pilot and decide to bend the rules. 
But that’s exactly how the worst can happen. Instead, follow 
these guidelines from the National Safety Council:
✔  Stop for a traffic officer or crossing guard holding up 
      a stop sign
✔  In school zones, near playgrounds and parks, and resi 
     dential areas, look out for children
✔  Don’t honk to scare a pedestrian, even if you have the  
      right of way
✔  Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians

Avoiding Injury in All the Excitement
BACK to SCHOOL
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✔  Always use caution to avoid striking pedestrians 
      regardless of right of way
✔  Practice caution in school zones and residential 
      neighborhoods
✔  Watch for bikes coming from driveways or from 
      behind parked cars
✔  Check side mirrors before opening your door

Drop-off and Pick-up
The Today Show recently profiled “The Seven Rules 
Parents Must Not Break at Drop-off” and pointed out 
key rules to follow
✔  Don’t Step Out of Your Car: even if you see friends,    
      even if you have one last thing to tell your child, don’t  
      hold up the line. Keep it moving!
✔  Put Down Your Phone: Pay attention to the movement  
      of traffic
✔  Don’t Double Park: It’s illegal and dangerous. Just circle  
      around!

✔  Don’t Cut in Line: Even if there’s a spot ahead, just  
      wait your turn. 
✔  Watch the Affection: Long hugs and an extra kiss 
      are fine, as long as they don’t slow  down the flow of  
      drop-off traffic.
✔  The Rules Apply to Everyone: Don’t be one of those  
      people who think fancy cars mean special privileges. 
✔  Move Along! Don’t clog the line. Whether that’s because  
      you’re checking your phone or catching up with your  
      child, don’t do it while others are waiting. 
School drop-off and pick-up can be chaotic. You may be 
running late, stress and emotions may be running high 
thanks to tests, deadlines, friendships and other school-age 
drama. But remember that you’re behind the wheel of a 
powerful machine. And, with so many variables and moving 
parts, school-drop-off can be an accident waiting to happen. 
If you have been injured in an accident and are unsure 
what could be compensated, contact McCraw Law Group. 
We can help by explaining your options. 
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August signals one last long hot push until the promise of fall.  The 
weather moderating, folks able to get outside for a dove hunt or time at 
the lake, and the return of football on Friday nights and Saturdays across 
the state.  I love the fall.  With the return of school though comes the 
return of school zones and kids crossing the roads in the early morning 
or mid-afternoon.  As I write this I am thinking back on a warm fall day 
about 5 years ago when a young man saw a woman in an SUV slowing as 
if she was going to stop at an intersection in front of the child’s elementary 
school.  The young boy did not know it, but a well-meaning mom was late 
in dropping off her own child at the school and was distracted by her cell 
phone in her car.  
I will spare you the details, but I want you to know that the consequences 
were very real and very bad for all involved.  The young boy lived but has 
permanent deficits and will be crippled for life because of a moment of 
inattention.  The young mother has to live with the fact that she maimed 
and disfigured a young boy because she was distracted and failed to stop 
at a stop sign.  As you gear up for fall, please be careful out there, especially 
around young children.  A careless moment can carry a lifetime of conse-
quences. While I will always remember the young boy we represented, I 
hope that through his story maybe someone else will drive more carefully 
and another child will escape to live a normal fun-filled life.

Stay Focused This Fall!

 ~ Lin McCraw
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 ~ Lin McCraw

Lessons Re-Learned

As you read this, I hopefully am recovering from scope surgery on both knees.  
I recently had to relearn the lesson that I am not 18 years old any more.  Who 

would have thought that a simple back flip on a trampoline would have blown 
two different ligaments in one knee for a 52 year old man???  Well, I should 

have considered the possibility.   
Thinking about the impending surgery while dealing with the pain and 
impairment has brought me back to really consider what my clients 
are dealing with in their lives.  It is often not the most obvious things 
that really impact how we live after an injury.  Injuring a right knee 
made driving crazy hard for a few days.  I still have a hard time 
putting on pants or socks, getting into a car, standing and walking; 

hence the reason for the surgery.  It has given me a new appreciation for 
what our clients go through after a serious injury—physically, emotionally 

and financially.  It also makes me want each one of them to know that we are 
here to help and really do want to take a bad situation and make it better.

The silver lining to the cloud of an injury like this is that you really do get a 
chance to talk to your friends and family on different level than normal.  You get to 

see the care and love they have for you.  While I am a pretty stubborn guy and do all I can not to put anyone else out, 
the small tokens that say “I care” matters and makes the injury much more bearable.   
When you have friends or loved ones in your life with physical or emotional challenges during the aftermath of an 
injury or health crisis of some kind, remember that a word, an act of kindness, or simply remembering to connect with 
them in a meaningful way is important.  

UFIND’EMuFIND’em

Ice Cream 
Camping 
Swimming 
Travel 
Watermelon 
Supplies 
Clothes 
Teacher 
School Zone 
Gym 
Art 
Principal 

Spelling 
Computer
Tests
Crayons
Eraser
Friends
Beach
Ants
Suntan 
Sweat 
Math 
Backpack 

Writing 
Bus stop 
Classroom
Music 
Lunchbox
Nurse 
Desk 
Recess 
Report Card 
Pencils 
School

Inspired by the season, you will find the below 
words sprinkled all around in this mix - horizon-
tally, vertically, diagonally, forwards & backwards!  
Just like your brain will feel after you’re done 
finding them - if you can!?  Good luck!
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The McCraw Law Group went above and beyond. They acquired my case in spite of the looming statute of 
limitations. They were diligent and thorough and ultimately I am the one who got to decide the outcome of 
my case. My Attorney Charlie Ginn stayed in contact with me regularly via my easiest method of communication. 
The whole team at McCraw Law Group was involved whether it be setting my appointments, having papers 
ready for my signature (offering to meet me halfway if need be) and anything else that had to be done. My 
case was overseen by 6 different people, that is a lot of care and THAT is why you should hire The McCraw 
Law Group. A good law firm will meet with you, tell you possibilities and keep you updated as the case 
proceeds but a GREAT law firm will have a team to keep you involved, tell you about realistic expectations 
and get you the absolute best outcome!! 

Everyone wants to be heard, wants their day in court, wants justice and reciprocity for their injuries, suffering 
and indignation. Here are some cold truths - 1) The reality is insurance companies don’t care. Insurance 
companies see you as case #123456, you are a file with facts and numbers and they want to pay the least 
amount for you to shut up and go away. -To The McCraw Law Group, you are a person, they want to hear 
your story, they do care. 2) Insurance companies want to deal with you in a non-public forum and would 
rather settle; and if you don’t have a team to back you up, you may not get the absolute best result that 
you deserve. 

The McCraw Law Group has a strong, diligent, professional organized team to get you the best results. 
Hire a Team. Hire for peace of mind, for financial justice and for closure. Hire The McCraw Law Group. 
Thank you to all at The McCraw Law Group!

Client Testimonial..

 ~NJA


