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If You’re In A Drink Driving Accident
Step One: Get Appropriate Medical Care
Do not wait. Call 911 emergency services, or head to an 
emergency room. Seeing the appropriate medical experts 
is a time-sensitive issue that can be a matter of life and 
death. Even if you don’t feel “that hurt,” get checked out. 
Concussions, for instance, may not seem severe at first. 
But that dizziness, disorientation or simple headache 
could be an early indicator of a brain injury.

Step Two: Call The Police
If someone got hurt in the crash, especially if you suspect 
that DUI played a role, call the authorities. Make sure 
that any illegal activity that the other driver engaged in 
gets documented in your accident report. Never confront 
the other driver directly about a possible DUI. Leave that 
work to the authorities.

Step Three: Document Everything
It’s very common for people to forget details—even im-
portant ones—after a traumatic event. 

What To Do
When You’re

Hit By A
Drunk Driver 

It’s no secret that drunk driving is a serious—and deadly— 
problem. In fact, according the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, every day, 29 people die in alcohol-related crashes. 
And while some studies suggest that ride-sharing services like 
Lyft and Uber help prevent drunk driving, the jury is really still 
out. Drunk driving is still an epidemic in places where ridesharing 
services are harder to come by. And there’s a bigger problem: 
getting a ride from a friend or using a ride-sharing service depends 
on the judgment of the driver who has been drinking. And drinking 
impairs our judgment. 
Complicating matters more, alcohol is not the only dangerous 
substance out there. Many people operate their vehicles while 
under the influence of marijuana and other drugs—as well as pre- 
                 scription medications that can degrade their ability to     
                      drive safely. 
                                    So, knowing there are always drunk (and  
                                              drugged) drivers out there, what do  
                                                               you do if you’re hit?
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When we’re in an accident, we may think we’ll never 
forget the moment, but that’s not how trauma and memory 
works. That’s why you must document everything. Take 
photos of your car’s location, the damage, and the location 
of the other car. Keep records of bills in the emergency 
room or ambulance rides, both for legal purposes but also 
to provide your own doctors with information they need 
for your ongoing care. Create a paper trail of your injuries 
and treatments. If you’re too hurt or confused because of 
the DUI accident, ask a friend or loved one to help track 
and file all of this information for you.

Step Four: Consult An Experienced Lawyer
After a drunk-driving accident, speak with a qualified lawyer 
about your options as soon as possible, against all else. 
The hours and days following a crash are critical. Your 
lawyer can protect your rights and act decisively to preserve 
evidence from the scene. Your attorney can give you clarity 
about the big picture as well as help you understand what 
benefits you may be eligible for, including leave from 
work, disability or other support services. 

Step Five: Triage Your Life & Work
You probably had plenty going on in your world before the  
DUI crash created additional havoc. Take a beat to triage. 
Communicate with your employer (or clients, if you run 
your own business) about the accident and how it will 
impact your work capacity. Lean on friends and relatives 
to help out on the home front. When they ask “what can 
I do?”, answer with specific requests. Don’t be shy. Your 
support crew can free up your plate by running errands, 
taking care of kids, and dealing with bills and urgent  
logistical matters. Don’t have to go through this alone. 
Finally, take care of yourself by resting, eating well,  
and minimizing stress. 
Being hit by a drunk driver is frightening. This is a high-
stress, scary time. Whatever happened, happened. You cannot 
undo the past. But you can be strategic about your next 
steps. Never underestimate your own resilience. Human 
beings have an awesome ability to bounce back, even from 
unfair, painful experiences. Remember that there is light  
at the end of the tunnel. 
If you have been injured in an accident and are unsure 
what could be compensated, contact McCraw Law Group. 
We can help by explaining your options.
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 ~ Lin McCraw

My family just got back from our vacation in a nick of time before 
our children spread back out across the state for the new school 
year.  We were blessed to be able to enjoy having them all together 
for more than a few hours for the first time since Christmas.  It was 
fun and exhilarating to see the boys enjoying time together, to really 
get to spend time with and enjoy my oldest son’s girlfriend and my 
middle son’s childhood friend all hiking in the mountains, watching 
gliders take off in the early morning heights at Yosemite and  
exploring Lake Tahoe.  

For those of you out there with college age plus children who want 
to get them all together, I have several hints on how to make it 
happen: 1) Go places that they want to go.  There is nothing like a 
trip with action and activities that they can talk about or a place 
that they always wanted to visit.  2) Do things they want to do.  My 
children are all about experiences and not things.  My wife planned 
activities my children like and we looked for other opportunities to 
have different experiences.  As a result, we were able to see people 
take off when hang gliding off of a 1500 foot cliff, kayak to an 
island, see huge waterfalls and alpine lakes on challenging hikes 
and walk through and around incredible Sequoia trees.  And, 3) let 
them bring significant others or close friends.  Experiences are best 
shared.  Spending time with those your children are close to has 
blessed me to see my children in a new light and really appreciate 
the good qualities that they have developed.  The shared experiences 
really grows new relationships and reinforces existing ones.  

Spend some time making experiences.  It will deepen your life. 

DeepenLifeyour
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Hopefully these words don’t look correct & readable to you...?  Assuming that they don’t, we suggest 
you reorder the letters a bit to see what words they actually form.  And if you’ve read through this 
edition of MLG Briefs, you should have a clue.  Good luck!

Are you a first responder or has your life been touched in any way by  
a first responder?  Are you enrolled in a college or university in either 
undergraduate or a graduate degree program?  If the answers are yes  
to these questions you may be eligible for the MLG First Responder 
Scholarship.  Applicants will need to submit a 500-1000 word essay 

discussing the role of first responders in today’s society and how their 
roles contribute to public safety (among other requirements) to be  
considered for the $1000.00 scholarship.  Deadline for the scholarship  
application is September 30, 2019.  
For an application and other requirements go to: 

  https://mccrawlawgroup.com/mccraw-law-group-first-responders-scholarship/.  

Good luck!  We cannot wait to see the ways first responders have 
       impacted you.

Answers to Unscramble Me above:  Scholarship; Plaintiff; Defendant; Birthday; Yosemite; Football ;Labor Day; Accident; Ambulance; Responders; Inebriated; Report
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Our Pre-Lit paralegal, Vanessa Gamez, 
celebrated her birthday on Friday! 
Hope you had an awesome day!


