
The McCraw Law Group • McKinney, TX
972.854.7900 • www.mccrawlawgroup.com

JA
NU

AR
Y 

20
20

(Continued on page TWO)

STAYING SAFE
In the New Year
Sometimes, we really connect with a story that makes 
headlines. Maybe it is about a topic that’s close to your 
heart or about people from a region you call home. And 
when we see those, it’s easy for us to make an emotional 
connection with what those people are going through. 
2019 was no different.
As the year—and decade—comes to an end, we take a 
moment to reflect on the stories that made the biggest 
impact on us—whether they’re cautionary tales, stories 
that give us new goals to strive for or strange blips that do 
little more than distract us. Among them, inevitably, are 
public safety stories.

TOP PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES
There’s no question we live in harrowing times. A roundup 
of the most pressing public safety issues paints a cautionary 
picture of what we face every day. 

Car Accidents
Scan the headlines and you’ll see a lot to make you 
nervous about being out on the road. According to the 
latest statistics,we have more than 40,000 fatal car accidents 
in the US each year. And the most common causes are 
drunk driving (40%), speeding (30%) and irresponsible 
driving (33%). The states that see the most accidents are, 
perhaps unsurprisingly, Texas and California. And accidents 
happen more frequently on weekends than during the week.
Drunk driving remains the leading danger on the roads 
despite the boom in rideshare services. In fact, according 
to a 2019 survey, nearly 56% of all respondents don’t use 
ride share services at all. That means that many drunk or 
“buzzed” drivers may not have other options—or the 

judgment—to get home without getting behind the wheel.
But beyond impaired driving, other dangers threaten public 
safety when we’re behind the wheel. For the past 20 years, 
speeding has been implicated in almost a third of all motor 
vehicle fatalities. And beyond the human cost, the financial 
hit drivers take thanks to speeding is shocking. In the US, 
speed-related crashes cost drivers $40.4 billion each year. 
And 2019 was a particularly deadly year. This year, drivers 
killed more pedestrians and bicyclists than in the last 30 
years. So while car-to-car accidents may be seeing a dip, 
and car safety improvements is good news for those sitting in 
the car, the news is dire for those not driving a car. 

Brain Injuries
One of the most costly types of injury—financially, 
physically and emotionally—are brain injuries. According 
to Science Daily’s roundup of brain injury news, several 
disparate topics are making big headlines even as the 
year comes to a close. The field of brain injury research is 
evolving and doctors are coming to a new understanding 
of how concussions— even those caused in sports—can 
be managed and treated. This past year, doctors found 
further connection and are starting to understand how 



Last January I told you NOT to make resolutions, but rather to 
make time limited, measurable goals.  Resolutions are merely hopes 
or dreams.  Goals and plans are the result of concrete decisions 
that lead to change.   Where are you on your journey?  Did  
you make the lifestyle changes you resolved to do?  Did you  
lose the weight?  Make your business or personal life what 
it could be?  Have you measured your progress as I suggested?  
What life events occurred and how has that affected  
your goals and plans. I want to hear from you.  I want 
to know if I am making a positive difference in your life.
For me personally, goals and plans keep me on track when 
things get hard or when I want to get lazy.  Some of you know 
that I swim at least twice a week if I am not sick and am phys-
ically able to perform.  When it is cold outside, raining or otherwise 
uncomfortable, I do not particularly enjoy plunging into cold water and exhausting 
myself for 35 minutes to get that mile done.  But I do it because if this 52 year old 
man is going to physically have the energy to push the McCraw Law Group forward, to stay healthy and enjoy activities with my 
friends and family, I must do the physical work to keep my body from falling apart.  Well, this last year I prioritized and scheduled 
the task and finished it.  Even when interrupted by vacations, sickness and even surgery on both knees, the plan became a habit 
and I am better off for it.
I want the best for you in the coming year.  It is not too late to start building a healthier and more fulfilling life.  Life will get in 
the way.  Unexpected challenges, like injuries or illness, may even force you to re-evaluate and make new or different goals and plans; 
but that is okay.  The process is the critical factor in improving your situation.  I hope for each of you that you will find ways to 
advance when life occurs in the coming year 
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traumatic brain injury can lead to post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Earlier in the year, researchers also found 
that brain injury is a common trauma in cases of 
domestic violence. 
Other topics surrounding brain injury that grabbed headlines 
in 2019 included some breakthroughs in the treatment of 
brain injury, including the importance of a rapid response 
and treatment and breakthroughs involving the repair of 
damaged nerve cells. So while the headlines about brain 
injury continue to be printed, the progress in the medical 
field is promising.  

Falls
Falls are a perennial public safety concern. Each year, 
millions of Americans—especially seniors or those 65 

and older—fall. Many of those accidents result in injury. 
And what’s worse, falling once doubles your chances of 
falling again. And with the rapidly aging Baby Boom 
population, the risk grows each year.
Some falls make dramatic headlines like the November 
2019 story of when a climber fell from Yosemite’s 7,500-
foot El Capitan rock formation. But the majority don’t 
make the news at all. They happen on loose rugs at home 
or slick sidewalks. 
As we step into the next decade in 2020, we know that 
new dangers will inevitably greet us. But with a little care 
and precaution, we can make this next year a safe one. 
If you have been injured in an accident and are unsure what 
could be compensated, contact The McCraw Law Group. 
We can help by explaining your options.

Making A Positive Difference

 ~ Lin McCraw



Ho Ho WhoDunnit!??
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Thanks to Barrister Baron Falconer & Wife (aka Lin and Suzy McCraw) for putting together our Murder 
Mystery themed Holiday Party for everyone at The McCraw Law Group.  As you can see, the Professor did it 
with the candle stick!  It was an awesome time with great food!

If you’re looking at the words below and thinking that your New Year’s celebration had some side effects… 
don’t worry!  This New Year’s Unscramble have been intentionally mixed up and now you get to un-mix 
em’.  All of the words relate to New Year’s so good luck!

Aapgmnhce

Noor l t iessu

Dula Glan Nyes

Mi lafy

Din igmth

Sloga

Biotneealrc

Draapes

Uhglrossa

Gicannd

Oatts

Edt i

Scmiu

Ti f tonce

Ssreeamoink

Olkck

Loofb lat

Sechre

Tt i iaonrd

Smite  Qearus

Answers to Unscramble Me above:  Champagne; Resolutions; Auld Lang Syne; Family; Midnight; Goals; Celebration; Parades; Hourglass; Dancing; Toast; Diet; Music; Confetti; Noisemakers; Clock; Football; Cheers; Tradition; Times Square
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         I recommend The McCraw Law Group to any-
one who is hurt in an accident. My experiencehas 
been wonderful. They do the best they can to get the 
most from the insurance company. My communica-
tions have been with Vanessa, Suzanne and Jason.
Jason is very special to me. He understood my needs 
and was very caring and the sweetest attorney I 
have ever met. He was honest and did everything he 
could to bring my case to a conclusion. Vanessa and 
Suzanne are very sweet and are there to help every 
step of the way.             

~ Elisa Dean  

         First time needing a lawyer. Everything went 
extremely smooth and quick. Mr. McCraw went to my 
house after my car wreck and I knew at that point 
that I was in good hands. Everyone who works there 
are so nice and will answer any questions or concerns 
you have. Thank you guys for all of your help.               
                                             ~ Fernando Salas  

         I was in an accident in March and had injuries resulting 
from the crash. Obviously my first call was to a doctor to get 
checked out but was told I was going to need physical therapy. 
My second call was to the McCraw Law Group. They took care 
of all of the grunt work so that all I had to focus on was getting 
better. They were very communicative about the process, and 
better yet, they were incredibly responsive to any emails, calls, 
and questions. I was very appreciative and thankful for all of 
their hard work. They are a great group of people to work with 
when you’re needing the help.            
                                                               ~ Zane Allen  


